VIOLENCE   DISPOSES   OF   CONSCIENCE

professed servants of Christ, "in what respect can you
justify your attitude towards me by an appeal to Jesus?
Even when Judas was handing Him over to the myrmi-
dons of authority, Jesus spoke in kindly tones to His false
disciple, and, on the cross, He prayed for those who were
putting Him to death. But what are you doing?
Because I differ from you in respect of certain doctrines
and shades of opinion, you persecute me wherever I may
be, and urge others to treat me no less despitefully than
you do yourselves. How bitter it must be to you, in the
depths of your hearts, to know that such conduct as
yours received His unqualified condemnation. For
instance: 'Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer.'
These are simple truths, accessible in the Scriptures to
those who consult the sacred writings with minds freed
from theological distortion. You yourselves pay lip-
service with spoken words and in your books. Why do
you not apply the same doctrine in your daily lives?"

Castellio knew well enough that de Beze was only an
underling sent as forerunner. Calvin, despot in the
realm of conscience as well as in the real world, was the
true source of the murderous hatred clamouring for
Castellio's destruction. Castellio, therefore, ignoring de
B&ze, addressed himself directly to Calvin. "You style
yourself a Christian, you appeal to the gospels, you take
your stand upon God's word, and boast that your mind
is wholly devoted to fulfilling God's intentions. You
believe yourself well acquainted with evangelical truth.
But if you would teach others, why do you not begin with
teaching yourself? How do you dare fulminate from the
pulpit against those who bear false witness, when your
own writings are continually bearing false witness?
Why, apparently in the hope of breaking my pride, do
you condemn me with as much arrogance and self-
assurance as if you were sitting at God's right hand and
He had revealed to you all the secrets of His heart? Look
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